Exercise #3 - Should I Use a Library Database or Should I Just Search the Web?
Look up your search topic in the search engine and library databases indicated below and describe the results of your search as prompted.  As you note how each search tool or database responds to your query, don’t forget to actually find information which will help you to investigate your research topic, noting sources (either articles or websites) that have the information you need.  If you need more space to write, please feel free to attach additional sheets of paper.  NOTE:  This assignment plus the first two exercises (concept mapping + search strings) are due one week from today
When you are finished, you will select two sources you would use to document your research topic, which appear to be a high-quality, reputable sources.  You will also indicate one source you would not use for this college-level research assignment.  For more instructions, turn over this page.
	Web search tool or periodical database
	How did you enter your search?  
Show exact search string.
	Which advanced search features did you use to fine-tune your results?
	Total number of hits or results?
	How are your results organized by default?  (e.g., chronologically, by relevance, etc.)
	What types of materials did you find?  (e.g., webpages, periodical articles, studies, from which domain type, etc.) What are the sources of information?

	www.google.com

	
	
	
	
	

	Academic Search Premier (periodical database available through the Library – library.mwcc.edu)

	
	
	
	
	

	Any Subject- Focused Periodical Database such as ERIC, Business Source Premier, etc. (use the subject-arranged listing of databases to find one on your topic)
	Which database did you use?
_________________________
	
	
	
	


Turn over for more instructions --(
Sources Found:

Attach a printout of the two BEST sources you found.  Mark each of these clearly with the word “BEST” on the printouts.  
Also, attach a printout of one source you found that you would not use.  Mark this one with the words “WOULD NOT USE” and attach this one as well.
Below, describe the information found and indicate why you would or would not use these sources of information

	Best Sources
	Description of information found and who wrote it
	Why you would use this source of information (go back to your evaluation criteria and consider who wrote it, how old it is, etc.)

	(please attach)
	
	

	(please attach)
	
	


	Source you would NOT use
	Description of information found and who wrote it
	Why you would NOT use this source of information (go back to your evaluation criteria and consider who wrote it, how old it is, etc.)

	(please attach)
	
	


